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Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicant 
hereby submits the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. The 
documents cited in the attached form PTO-1449 were previously made of record in prior 
Application No. 10/326,969, filed December 24, 2002, upon which Applicant relies for the benefits 
provided in 35 U.S.C. § 120. As such, copies of the cited documents are not being provided 
herewith. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,387,463 A corresponds to JP Provisional Publication No. 6-18706 cited 
at page 2, lines 5-8 of the present specification. U.S. Patent No. 5,568,290 A corresponds to JP 
Provisional Publication No. 7-191217 cited at page 1, lines 22-26 of the present specification. U.S. 
Patent No. 5,583,679 A corresponds to JP Provisional Publication No. 8-50206 cited at page 1, 
lines 22-26 of the present specification. U.S. Patent No. 6,111,699 A corresponds to JP 
Provisional Publication No. 11-160505 cited at page 2, lines 10-13 of the present specification. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,164,785 A corresponds to JP Provisional Publication No. 10-20103 cited at page 
2, lines 5-8 of the present specification. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,217,176 Bl corresponds to JP Provisional Publication No. 2000-180611 
cited at page 2, lines 10-13 of the present specification. U.S. Patent No. 6,343,865 Bl corresponds 
to JP Provisional Publication No. 11-305010 cited at page 2, lines 10-13 of the present 
specification. U.S. Patent No. 6,483,561 B2 corresponds to JP Patent No. 2,822,983 cited at page 
1, lines 30-31 of the present specification. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0150722 
Al corresponds to JP Provisional Publication No. 2000-338310 cited at page 2, lines 10-13 of the 
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present specification. EP Application No. 0911656 A2 is cited at page 1, lines 22-26 of the present 
specification. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of JP Provisional Publication No. 11-326608 A is 
set forth at page 2, lines 10-13 of the present specification. A concise explanation of the relevance 
of JP Provisional Publication 2000-121809 A is set forth at page 2, lines 10-13 of the present 
specification. A concise explanation of the relevance of JP Publication No. 2001-033783 A is set 
forth at page 1, lines 31-32 of the present specification. A concise explanation of the relevance of 
JP Publication No. 2001-1056461 A is set forth at page 1, lines 32-34 of the present specification. 

The documents are being cited within three (3) months of the filing or entry of the national 
stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever is later, therefore 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) no fee or statement is required. 

To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner-initialed copy of this form be returned to the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1404 

(703) 836-6620 




Registration No. 46,317 



Date: January 30, 2004 



SHEET 1 OF 1 



Substitute for forms 1449A/PTO & 1449B/PTO 


Attorney's Dkt No. 


Divisional of Application 




030662-109 


No. 10/326,969 




Applicant 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Yoji ITO 




STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Filing Date 


Group 




January 30, 2004 


Unassigned 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


uocumeni 
Number 


r\inu LsOQe 

(if known) 


fMame oi r^aicniee or rvppiiuoiii 
of Cited Document 


Issue/Publication 

Ds te 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 




| 5,387,463 


A 


Norinaga Nakamura et al 


02-07-1995 




! 5,568,290 


A 


Taku Nakamura 


10-22-1996 




5,583,679 


A 


Yoji Ito et al 


12-10-1996 




J3.11 1,699 


A 


Yukimitsu Iwata et al 


08-29-2000 




| 6,164,785 


A 


Tomoyuki Maekawa 


-12^26=2000 — 




I 6,217,176 


B1 


Tomoyuki Maekawa 


04-17-2001 ! 




6,343,865 


B1 


Hiroko Suzuki 


02-05-2002 




6,483,561 


B2 


Muneo Maruyama et al 


11-19-2002 




2002/0150722 


A1 


Hiroko Suzuki 


10-17-2002 




6,504,589 


B1 


Keiji Kashima et al. 


01-07-2003 
































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Kind Code 
(if known) 


Country 


Date of Publication 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 


Translation 
Yes No 




0 911 656 


A2 


Europe 


04-28-1999 








11-326608 


A 


Japan (with English Abstract) 


11-26-1999 




X 




2000-121809 


A 


Japan (with English Abstract) 


04-28-2000 




X 




2001-033783 


A 


Japan (with English Abstract) 


02-09-2001 




X 




2001-056461 


A 


Japan (with English Abstract) 


02-27-2001 




X 












































NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Include name of author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 











































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 



(11/02) 



